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What do I write about?


Here are three approaches to finding an interesting subject for a blog post, or series of posts

The Client Path
The best one is to consider all the steps the client takes in his or her dealings with you on a specific mandate

· How did he/she find you
· Why were you selected
· What was it that most impressed the client
· What were the challenges of the job
· [bookmark: _GoBack]How did you overcome them
· What special circumstances were there
· How did you find your long list
· What assessment measures did you use
· Etc etc

Try and think of anything that made this a special experience for the client.  It is especially good content if you can identify some unusual challenge that required a specific Solution from you.



Specific Subjects to Consider

Attracting the best candidates
Benefits of retained search
Candidate Assessment
Developing a pipeline
Engaging the candidate
Executive Coaching
Executive recruiting
How to use LinkedIn
Interim management
Interviewing
Leader Development
Managing the Fit
Onboarding
Performance Management
Succession Development
Transition candidates
Understanding Change Management
What’s New In Social Media?
  
 
Types of Posts to Consider
(List courtesy of Mari Kane, Blogsite Studio)

INFORMATIONAL POSTS
Listicle posts
People love lists. Lists state ideas clearly, are easy to consume, and come in handy as reference. Suggested titles include a number plus the use of “Top,” “Best,” and “Most Popular” to describe the list subject

How-To
Getting good, solid information is a huge motivation for Internet users. If you can successfully take visitors through a step-by-step process, they will share and bookmark your pages. How To’s also build your authority in your industry. Titles could also include “Tips” and “Tricks.
How-Not-To
This is a listicle or case study of what not to do in any given situation emphasizing the words, “wrong,” and “not.”


Case Studies
Case studies are the proof side of your How To post, only this time it’s, “How They Did It,” or “How I Did It.” Again, write about a step-by-step progression of efforts that lead to a successful goal. Informative as well as inspiring.
Problem Solved
A sort of combination of How-To and Case Study, the Problem Solved can be drawn from a life hack you discovered in your professional or personal life.
FYI
This is pure research, either academic or experiential, to educate readers on a subject of interest.
FAQ
A combination of How-To, Problem Solved and FYI and formatted as a listicle for easy consumption.
Checklist
How-To meets Listicle, with a black or box to check off each action on a printed version.
Editor’s Picks
This can be a regular rotation on the blog in which a particular item, web page, tool or service is described in detail and linked to.
Review
Consume or use a marketed item that relates to your blog and write what you think about it. Be subjective or objective – or both!
Guide
Subtitled, “Everything You Need to Know About_______,” the guide presents all the info that can be exposed about one topic.
Blog Series
If your How To or Guide or Problem Solved post is multi-faceted and lengthy, you can publish for weeks about the same subject, one installment at a time. This is especially appealing with its opportunity for ebook creation.
Event review
In the same vein as the interview, an industry related event, presentation or panel discussion is where the material is being handed to you. You just need to compile and edit it.
Trends
Some content creators are able to predict trends as they are happening. If you’re a trendspotter, create content on your blog that rides that trend as it becomes popular.

Shootout
Something versus something in this comparison post, written to help readers understand the difference between a product or service.

WHAT THEY SAID POSTS
Interview
All an interview requires is a bunch of questions and a willing authority. The material can be easily acquired using audio, email, Facebook, or chat. The hard part is transcription (if audio) and editing text, making the effort almost 90% editing.
Survey
Broadcast a question on a trending topic to your readers and edit their answers.
People to Know
A list of influencers in a particular area that includes a bio, quote, clips, links and social media connections for each

ENTERTAINMENT POSTS
Storytelling
A first personal, experiential post to inform and entertain your readers, possible with an educational parable.

Seasonal
If a holiday is coming up, jump on it to promote a product, idea or person.
Controversial
Go out on a limb with your idea or theory and take an unpopular position. Risky but often respect-inducing.
Predictions
Most popular before or after the New Year to describe upcoming trends. Can be Controversial and cover the outcome of a specific event, like an election or referendum.
Rant
If something has gotten into your craw, go on about it using run-on sentences and passionate language. May lead to catharsis.

PROMOTIONAL POSTS
New Release
If you have a new or updated product, service, or person, or an upcoming event, tell your readers all about it.
Portfolio Piece
Show off your latest completed project with a description of the challenge, solutions and methods plus a plug for the client.
Response
Point to a particular piece of media and outline your opinion in favor or against it.


